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CARSON STREET SCHOOL 

160. Hon KATE DOUST to the Minister for Education: 
(1) Can the minister explain why Carson Street School has lost funding for a school chaplain for the next 

two years? 

(2) Does the minister think it is acceptable that the school community has to resort to crowdfunding to pay 
for a part-time community support officer? 

(3) What will the minister do to assist this school to provide this important service to this particular school 
community? 

Hon PETER COLLIER replied:  
I thank the honourable member for the question. 

(1)–(3) I am not familiar with the question for that particular school in terms of the availability of the chaplain. 
What I will give is a general comment on the chaplaincy program, what we have done to this point and 
exactly why schools such as the one the member has just mentioned — 

Hon Kate Doust: You do know Carson Street School? 

Hon PETER COLLIER: I do, yes. 

I will also give a general comment about why schools such as the one the member has just mentioned will 
continue to be supported. When we took office in 2008, the chaplaincy program was funded to the tune of 
$788 000. The chaplaincy program is now funded to the tune of $7 million, so we have gone from $788 000 to 
$7 million in six and a half years. The number of chaplains in our schools has increased by just over 200 to just 
over 600. At the end of last year, the federal government reduced the funding in our schools to the tune of 
$1.4 million as a direct result of a High Court challenge from a parent in Queensland who claimed it was 
unconstitutional that the federal government could fund theologically or faith-based chaplains in schools. That 
left us to make up the shortfall in Western Australia, which we did. We funded that to the tune of $1.4 million, 
which added just over 70 chaplains, but some schools missed out. That is on the back of, as I said, massive 
growth in the funding for chaplains throughout our public education system—as I said, it has increased from 
$788 000 to $7 million. A number of schools have missed out. I really do not like that, but as education minister, 
and as shadow education minister when we were in opposition, I committed to the chaplaincy program and 
I stand by my record of the growth in the funding. Having said that, we have also increased student services in 
a raft of other areas such as behaviour management through increased funding to curriculum and re-engagement 
in education schools, increased school psychologists and the like. With all of that said, schools that do not have 
a chaplain for a permanent two or three days a week—it might be five days a week in some instances—can still 
access YouthCARE chaplains — 

Hon Kate Doust: Not in this case; they have lost it. 

Hon PETER COLLIER: Yes, they can; just hear me out. They can still access the services of YouthCARE. 
They may not have a chaplain permanently for one, two or three days, but they can still access the services of 
a YouthCARE chaplain. That is part of our funding model. If Hon Kate Doust wants to have a chat with me 
behind the Chair or send me an email, I will deal with that, but every single school still has access to 
a YouthCARE chaplain. As I said, they may not have a chaplain permanently for two or three days a week, but 
they still have access to a chaplain.  

Regarding the future of the chaplaincy program, as always, I will continue to advocate for chaplains. I feel that 
chaplains play a vital role in our schools that goes beyond that of psychologists, school leaders, year coordinators 
et cetera. Students have an affinity with the notion of going to speak to a chaplain. Counselling is a vital 
component for children in our schools in an increasingly complex society. That is why, as I said, the number of 
chaplains in our schools has increased threefold. If the member wants to pursue the particular case she is talking 
about further, I am more than willing to advocate. 

Hon Kate Doust: I will pursue it further. I think it’s very important for this particular school. 

Hon PETER COLLIER: Absolutely, but I promise the member that the school still has access to YouthCARE 
chaplains. As said, it may not be permanent or for one, two or three days a week, but the school still has access 
to those chaplains. 

Distinguished Visitors 

THE PRESIDENT (Hon Barry House): Before I call for the next question, I welcome to the gallery of the 
Legislative Council a delegation from countries in the European Union. The delegates are mostly based in 
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Canberra, but I understand that a couple are based in Sydney. Welcome to the Legislative Council and welcome 
to the best and most important state of Australia! 

Questions without Notice Resumed 
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